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Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  An Amish Garden: A Year in the Life of an Amish Garden takes you to six

working Amish gardens, from January through December. Matchless photos show the garden

asleep, the Amish women putting together their orders for seeds, the preparation of the soil, parents

and children planting, the emerging plants, the lush harvest, the food being

preserved.Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  This close-up of a world seldom seen shows how the seasons and

Amish life work rhythmically together. Laura Anne Lapp lives with her husband and three young

sons in a tucked-away valley. Gardening is simply the highpoint of her year. Step apart and enter

this pastoral world of hard work, sturdy families, the freshest of flowers and produce, all in harmony

with the seasons.
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Gardeners share a bond that goes beyond age and location, it is one of the continuation of hope

from year to year that this year will be the best gardening season ever. Usually it doesn't work that

way, but some years there are high points.Set in Lancaster County, PA, this book tells the story of

several women gardeners as they live through one gardening year. The gardeners are all Amish

which means those folks who love to read about the Plain life will be thrilled with the mention of

church services, sewing new clothes and how general housework gets done in Mrs. Lapp's home -

not to mention the photos of her little boys in their suspenders, bare feet and straw hats.She is a

mother to three boys and I am amazed that she gets as much done as she does. I've got two small



children, larger than hers, and I get absolutely nothing done. Of course I work a full time job as well

so my hours in the day at home are much fewer but still, I wish I knew her secret.I found the

continual search for improvement in both gardening and home food preservation a shared concern

with Mrs. Lapp and that more than anything else kept me reading. She struggles too with finding

good food to feed her family and how to get pickles on her shelf each year. I only got 3 jars of

pickles this year but unlike Mrs. Lapp I don't have a friend to borrow some from. I'm the only one of

my family and friends who still "puts up" each year.Gardeners will find a few tips here. Cooks will

find some recipes. But mostly it is as if you got together with Mrs. Lapp for a chat over coffee and a

cookie every other Monday after the washing was done.The book is absolutely beautiful from the

font to the photos and the oversized format makes it seem like a true indulgence.
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